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Articolul cuprinde o analizd succintd a valorilor
patrimoniului cultural in aspectul expertizei judici-
are, bazatd pe unele aspecte si problematici in apd-
rarea acestor valori ce reprezintd viitorul neamului
romdnesc.
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The article includes a brief analysis of the values
of cultural heritage in the aspect of judicial exper-
tise, based on some aspects and issues in the defense
of these values that represent the future of this deep
soul nation.
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Introducere. Bazindu-ne pe studiile cer-
cetatorilor din zilele noastre, vom trasa semni-
ficatiile de astazi ale conceptului de protejare a
patrimoniu cultural, ce include i care este rolul
acestuia in viata societdtii. Dupd cum se cunoaste,
acest concept este destul de larg si multidimensi-
onal, dat fiind faptul ci include si cultura materi-
al, si cea spirituald. De asemenea, acest concept
este strdns interconectat cu alte categorii ale teo-
riei culturii, unde in primul rind sunt evidentiate
traditiile, inovatiile si valorile culturale. Totusi,
chiar §i cu multitudinea de categorii care ii apar-
tin, acest concept contine propriile sensuri, pro-
pria insemnatate si continut estetic.

Materiale si metode de cercetare aplica-
te. In limitele de studiu al acestui articol au fost
utilizate un spectru larg de surse sub forma de
monografli, atit in domeniul dreptului european,
cat si in materia protectiei bunurilor culturale si
spirituale. Studierea si analiza acestora nu ar fi

Introduction. Based on the studies of to-
day’s researchers, we will draw actual meanings of
the concept of cultural heritage protection, what
does it include and what is its role in the life of
society. As it is well known, this concept is quite
broad and multidimensional, given the fact, that it
includes both material and spiritual culture. Also,
this concept is closely interconnected with other
categories of culture theory, where traditions, in-
novations and cultural values are highlighted first
of all. However, even with the multitude of catego-
ries that belong to it, this concept contains its own
meanings, its own essence and aesthetic content.

Applied research materials and methods.
Within the study limits of this article, a wide range
of sources in the form of monographs have been
used as the main research method for conducting
this study, both in the field of European law and
in the field of protection of cultural and spiritual
property. Studying and analyzing them would not
have been possible effectively except by using re-
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fost posibile in mod eficient decat prin utiliza-
rea metodelor de cercetare, de genul: observatia,
metoda deductiei, metoda comparativi, metoda
istorica, metoda logica, precum si cea sistemica.

Rezultate obtinute si discutii. Sarcina
justitiei, atat in cazurile procesului penal, cat si
in cele ale procesului civil, este de a stabili ade-
virul obiectiv in dosarele supuse spre examinare
organelor judiciare. Iar rolul principal la stabilirea
acestui adevar revine aplicirii cunostintelor spe-
ciale.

Legislatia procesual-penali si procesual-ci-
vild prevede, pentru organele de urmarire penald
si instantele de judecatd, posibilitatea utilizarii
cunostintelor acumulate de specialisti/experti in
vederea clarificirii unor fapte sau imprejurari de
importanta pentru cauza cercetatd. Aceste cunos-
tinte speciale se expun in constatarile tehnico-gti-
intifice si rapoartele de expertiza.

Expertiza obiectelor de patrimoniu istori-
co-cultural se solicitd in doui cazuri:

- in cazurile judiciare (penale sau civile);

—in cazurile de circulatie a bunurilor isto-
rico-culturale.

Expertiza i se solicita Muzeului National
de Arte al Republicii Moldova si este realizata
de specialisti (muzeologi) angajati in institutia
respectivd. Pe cazurile judiciare solicitantul va
emite o ordonanta sau o incheiere, in care va ex-
pune succint fabula cauzei penale, va formula in-
trebarile si va prezenta materialele, care se pun la
dispozitia expertului in conformitate cu legislatia
procesual-penala.

Formularea intrebarilor se realizeazi in ra-
port cu obiectul expertizei i cu posibilititile teh-
nico-stiintifice existente. La formularea intrebari-
lor este necesar si se tind seama de cerintele, pe
care trebuie si le indeplineasca acestea:

1) si se refere la obiectul expertizei si si
tina cont de gradul de pregitire a expertului/spe-
cialistului;

2) si fie clare si precise, cea ce ii va permite
expertului/specialistului si inteleaga sarcinile ce
ii revin;

3) si fie formulate astfel, incat s oblige la
un raspuns cert (pozitiv sau negativ) ;

4) si aiba o legitura logica intre ele;

search methods, such as: observation, deduction
method, comparative method, historical method,
logical method, as well as the systemic one.

Results obtained and discussions. The
task of justice, both in the cases of the criminal
process and in those of the civil process, is to es-
tablish the objective truth in the cases submitted
for examination to the judicial bodies. And the
main role in establishing this truth belongs to the
application of special knowledge.

The procedural-criminal and procedural-
civil legislation provides, for the criminal investi-
gation bodies and the courts, the possibility to use
the knowledge accumulated by specialists / experts
in order to clarify some facts or circumstances of
importance for the investigated case. This special
knowledge is exposed in the technical-scientific as-
certainments and the expert reports.

The expertise of historical-cultural heritage
objects is required in two cases:

- in judicial cases (criminal or civil);

—in cases of circulation of historical and
cultural goods.

The expertise is requested by the National
Museum of Arts of the Republic of Moldova and
is performed by specialists (museologists) em-
ployed within the respective institution. In judi-
cial cases, the applicant will issue an ordinance or
a conclusion, in which he will briefly present the
fable of the criminal case, will formulate the ques-
tions and will present the materials, which will be
made available to the expert in accordance with
the criminal procedural legislation.

The formulation of the questions is made in
relation to the object of the expertise and accord-
ing to the existing technical-scientific possibilities.
When formulating questions, it is necessary to take
into account the requirements that they must meet:

1) to refer to the object of the expertise and
to take into account the degree of training of the
expert / specialist;

2) to be clear and precise, which will allow
the expert / specialist to understand his / her tasks;

3) to be formulated in such a way as to
compel a definite answer (positive or negative);

4) to have a logical connection between
them;

5) not to ask the expert / specialist for as-
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5) si nu-i solicite expertului/specialistului
aprecieri referitoare la incadrarea juridica si for-
mele vinovatiei ori si-i oblige si solutioneze sar-
cini, care tin de competenta organului de urmari-
re penala.

Expertului/specialistului nu i se vor for-
mula intrebiri, care nu tin de competenta sa si,
respectiv, concluziile lui vor fi intemeiate doar pe
specificul cunostintelor posedate.

Din ansamblul intrebérilor de baza adresa-
te expertului/specialistului vor fi doua:

- prezinta oare obiectul dat valoare istori-
co-culturali sau nu?

-la cét se estimeaza valoarea obiectului pre-
zentat?

In cazurile de circulatie a bunurilor materi-
ale expertiza se va solicita de persoanele particula-
re, care isi declard dorinta de a scoate de pe terito-
riul vamal al Republicii Moldova unele obiecte de
arta, care nu prezinta valoare artistica.

Solicitarea expertizei se va face printr-o ce-
rere a persoanei particulare, in care se vor indica
urmatoarele: datele proprietarului obiectului, de-
scrierea obiectului §i raspunsul la intrebarea daca
obiectul prezinta valoare istorico-culturala.

In final, concluzia expertizei este formulata
de o comisie constand din trei specialisti si relata-
ta intr-un aviz de expertizd, semnata de toti mem-
brii comisiei si aprobati de directorul institutiei.

Este de mentionat, ci formularea conclu-
ziei de expertizd nu este ficuta in conformitate
cu un regulament, care sa contina criterii de eva-
luare a bunurilor istorico-culturale, deoarece un
asemenea regulament in Republica Moldova nici
nu existd. Concluzia de expertizi se formuleaza in
baza intuitiei expertilor si in conformitate cu pre-
cedentele altor state [3, p.92-93].

De exemplu, in Federatia Rusd examinarea
pentru expertizd a valorilor istorico-culturale se
face sub toate aspectele, apreciindu-se gradul de
originalitate, autorul, denumirea, locul si timpul
credrii, materialul §i tehnica de executare, se fi-
xeaza marimile si conditiile de pastrare. Emitand
concluziile de expertiza, specialistii rusi utilizeaza
anumite criterii prestabilite de apreciere (regula-
ment), care permit si se analizeze valorile in baza
unor principii unice, dar, totodata, oferd posibili-
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sessments regarding the legal classification and
the forms of guilt or to oblige them to solve tasks,
which are within the competence of the criminal
investigation body.

The expert / specialist will not be asked ques-
tions that do not fall within his / her competence
and, respectively, his / her conclusions will be based
only on the specifics of the knowledge possessed.

From the set of basic questions addressed
to the expert / specialist, there will be two:

- does the given object present historical-
cultural value or not?

- what is the estimated value of the present-
ed object?

In cases of material goods’ movement, the
expertise will be requested by private individuals,
who declare their desire to remove from the cus-
toms territory of the Republic of Moldova some
art objects that do not have artistic value.

The request for the expertise will be made
by an application of the private person, in which
the following will be indicated: information about
the owner of the object, description of the object
and the answer to the question if the object has
historical-cultural value.

Finally, the conclusion of the expertise is
formulated by a commission consisting of three
specialists and reported in an expert notification,
signed by all members of the commission and ap-
proved by the director of the institution.

It should be mentioned that the formula-
tion of the expert conclusion is not made in ac-
cordance with a regulation, which should contain
criteria for the evaluation of historical and cultural
assets, because such a regulation in the Republic
of Moldova does not even exist. The conclusion
of the expertise is formulated based on the intu-
ition of the experts and in accordance with the
precedents of other states [3, p.92-93].

For example, in the Russian Federation
the examination for expertise of historical and
cultural values is done in all aspects, assessing the
degree of originality, the author, the name, place
and time of creation, material and technique of
execution, as well as sizes and storage conditions.
By issuing the expert conclusions, the Russian
specialists use certain pre-established assessment
criteria (regulation), which allow the values to be
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tatea verificirii, in caz de necesitate, a concluziilor
emise. Deci, exemple pozitive in lume exista. Tre-
buie doar sa preluim experienta altor state, lucru
care ne-ar permite si asiguram realizarea cerinte-
lor inaintate fatd de concluziile emise in rezultatul
expertizelor.

Concluzia trebuie si fie clard, corecti si ar-
gumentatd sub aspect stiintific in ceea ce priveste
valoarea artisticd a obiectului si datele despre eva-
luarea lui in conditiile in care aceasta se solicita.

Un factor de mare importanta il reprezinta
si traficul ilicit de bunuri culturale ceia ce este unul
dintre pericolele ce prejudiciazi si ameninti valo-
rile nationale. Acest fenomen este comun statelor
in proces de tranzitie. In Republica Moldova feno-
menul a luat amploare in diferite etape ale dezvol-
tarii acesteia dupd independendenta, generati de
legislatia pe care o avem in domeniul protectiei pa-
trimoniului. Republica Moldova, ca orice alti tar3,
se confrunta cu forme ale criminalititii organizate,
printre care si contrabanda cu bunuri culturale,
spilarea banilor proveniti din aceste activitati ilici-
te, in detrimentul economiei nationale. Se obser-
va faptul ca in tard se produce o profesionalizare a
mediilor criminale ce fac trafic ilicit de bunuri cul-
turale si o amplificare a cazurilor de trafic ilicit de
bunuri culturale. Exemple bine cunoscute: colectia
de bunuri culturale confiscata in Aeroportul din
Amsterdam, colectia de monede antice confiscatd
la vama Cahul-Oancea sau gruparea criminala care
se ocupa de comertul bunurilor culturale, depistata
in luna aprilie 2016 [4].

Conform acestui criteriu, din sursele mass-
media pot fi selectate mai multe articole ce reflec-
ta ilegalitatile din acest domeniu intr-o perioadi
determinati de timp ( 2009-prezent):

Ziarul Timpul abordeazi critic acest fe-
nomen. In numirul din S noiembrie 2009 apare
articolul Angelinei Olaru ,Interpolul pe urmele
cautatorilor de comori din Republica Moldova”.
Articolul reflectd problema acestui fenomen, fi-
ind prezentat §i cazul contrabandei depistate in
Aeroportul din Amsterdam din anul 2006, cind
in posta diplomaticd moldoveneasci au fost des-
coperite 26 de obiecte arheologice in valoare de
peste 300 000 euro *. Acest subiect este abordat
de portalul Unimedia la 26 mai 2011, fiind pre-

analyzed based on unique principles, but also of-
fer the possibility to verify, if necessary, the con-
clusions issued. So there are positive examples in
the world. We just need to take the experience of
other states, which would allow us to ensure the
tulfillment of the requirements submitted to the
conclusions issued as a result of the expertise.

The conclusion must be clear, correct and
scientifically reasoned in terms of the artistic val-
ue of the object and the data on its evaluation in
the conditions in which it is required.

The illicit trafficking of cultural goods is
also a factor of great importance, which is one of
the dangers that prejudices and threatens national
values. This phenomenon is common to states in
transition. This phenomenon has spread in differ-
ent stages of its development after independence
in the Republic of Moldova, generated by the leg-
islation we have in the field of heritage protection.
The Republic of Moldova, like any other country,
faces forms of organized crime, including smug-
gling of cultural goods, money laundering from
these illicit activities, to the detriment of the na-
tional economy. It is observed that in the country
there is a professionalization of criminal environ-
ments that commit illicit trafficking in cultural
goods and an increase in cases of illicit trafficking
in cultural goods. Well known examples: collec-
tion of cultural property confiscated in Amsterdam
airport, collection of antique coins confiscated at
the Cahul-Oancea customs or the criminal group
dealing with the trade of cultural goods, detected
in April 2016 [4].

According to this criterion, several articles
can be selected from the media sources that re-
flect the illegalities in this field in a certain period
of time (2009 - present):

The newspaper Timpul critically addresses
this phenomenon. In the issue of November S, 2009
appeared the article by Angelina Olaru “Interpol
on the Traces of Treasure Hunters in the Repub-
lic of Moldova”. The article reflects the problem of
this phenomenon, being also presented the case of
smuggling detected in Amsterdam Airport since
2006, when 26 archeological objects worth over
300,000 euros*were discovered in the Moldovan
diplomatic post. This topic was addressed by the
Unimedia portal on May 26, 2011, presenting the
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zentat cazul unui cetatean din Republica Moldo-
va care a fost arestat pentru contrabanda cu mo-
nede antice. Vamesii ucraineni de la postul vamal
Cuciurgan au gisit intr-o punga de plastic, printre
lucrurile personale ale barbatului, 0 monedi de
argint si 20 de monede de cupru. Potrivit oameni-
lor legii, suspectul le-a achizitionat in Odessa, iar,
potrivit expertilor, monedele confiscate dateaza
cu sec. III-1 1. Hr si IV-III i.Hr [S]. Statistica ca-
zurilor reflectate in presi continua cu stirea din 5
mai 2012 din care aflim despre contrabanda cu
monede istorice la frontiera moldo-romani, difu-
zatd de postul de televiziune publici [6].

In timpul controlului vamal, desfisurat
asupra autocarului cu ruta regulati Chisinau-
Bucuresti, au fost depistate, in bagajul unui
cetitean roman in varstd de 40 ani, 204 monede
metalice, istorice, nedeclarate. Monedele erau
colectate din diferite tari §i din perioade istorice
diferite, incepand cu anul 1600 i pana in prezent.
Acestea urmau sa ajunga pe teritoriul Romaniei.
Colectionarul depistat cu monede nu a prezentat
niciun act care ar fi confirmat provenienta aces-
tora, ficdnd aluzie cd sunt monede simple si nu
reprezintd o semnificatie istorica. Organul vamal
a recurs la retinerea monedelor pentru stabilirea
valorii culturale §i pentru efectuarea expertizei
de specialitate. In ziarul Adevdrul din 12 august
2012, in articolul ,Republica Moldova a ajuns
prada vanitorilor de comori”, se explica faptul
ca, desi avem o lege ce protejeazd patrimoniul,
siturile continud si fie devastate de arheologi
neautorizati, care nu sunt pedepsiti [7].

Prezentand exemplul colectiei din Amster-
dam care a fost repatriatid in Republica Moldo-
va, autorul articolului aduce in atentia cititorilor
incd un caz de trafic ilicit, cand o alta colectie de
obiecte din aur si argint a fost depistati de politia
din Germania, presupunandu-se c3, la fel, provin
din Republica Moldova. Tot in Adevdrul, la 12
noiembrie 2012 apare articolul ,Falerele de la
Tvardita vor fi cautate de politie”.

Articolul reflecta faptul ca arheologii vor
sesiza organele de drept pentru a investiga cazul
celor doua falere din argint poleite cu aur, dispa-
rute din satul Tvardita, Taraclia. Aceste piese de
mare valoare, care dateazi din secolele III-IT i.Hr.,
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case of a citizen of the Republic of Moldova who
was arrested for smuggling of antique coins. Ukrai-
nian customs officers at the Cuciurgan customs post
found in a plastic bag, among the man’s personal
things, a silver coin and 20 copper coins. Accord-
ing to law enforcement, the suspect bought them in
Odessa, and, according to experts, the confiscated
coins date back to the III-I centuries BC and IV-III
centuries BC [5]. The statistics of the cases reflected
in the press continue with the news from May §,
2012 from which we learn about the smuggling of
historical coins at the Moldovan-Romanian border,
broadcast by the public television station [6].

204 metallic, historical, undeclared coins
were found in the luggage of a 40-year-old Roma-
nian citizen, during the customs control, carried
out on the bus with the regular route Chisinau-
Bucharest. Coins were collected from different
countries and from different historical periods,
from 1600 to the present. These were to reach
the territory of Romania. The collector found
with coins did not present any document that
would have confirmed their origin, alluding that
they are simple coins and do not represent a his-
torical significance. The customs body resorted to
the withholding of coins to establish the cultural
value and to carry out the specialized expertise.
In the newspaper Adevdrul of August 12,2012, in
the article “The Republic of Moldova Has Fallen
Prey to Treasure Hunters”, it is explained that, al-
though we have a law that protects the heritage,
the sites continue to be devastated by unauthor-
ized archaeologists, who are not punished [7].

Presenting the example of the Amsterdam
collection that was repatriated to the Republic of
Moldova, the author brings to the readers’ atten-
tion another case of illicit trafficking, when anoth-
er collection of gold and silver objects was found
by the German police, assuming that, they also
come from the Republic of Moldova. On Novem-
ber 12,2012, also in the newspaper Adevdrul, ap-
pears the article “Medal-shaped Ornament from
Tvardita Will be Searched by the Police”.

The article reflects the fact that archaeolo-
gists will notify the law enforcement bodies to in-
vestigate the case of the two gold-polished silver
medal-shaped ornaments, missing from the village
of Tvardita, Taraclia. These valuable pieces, dat-
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au fost gisite in 1965 de un tractorist, in timpul
lucrarilor agricole si mult timp au infrumusetat o
fantani din sat.

Obiectele, lucrate cu multi finete, s-au
pastrat ba acasa la fostul director al muzeului
din sat, ba in safeul bancii din localitate, iar din
2010 urma lor a fost pierduti. La 31 octombrie
2012, pe site-ul point.md apare articolul ,Cauti-
torii de comori devasteaza zonele arheologice
din tara noastra” [8]. Articolul prezinta faptul
ca ciutdtorii de comori cautd metale pretioase si
nu sunt interesati de valoarea culturala si istorica
a bunurilor, iar stiinta este cea care riméne fird
dovezi ale contextului in care se descopera obiec-
tele. Vlad Vornic, directorul Agentiei Nationale
Arheologice, mentiona pentru acest site ci, po-
trivit unor informatii, obiectele de patrimoniu
sunt vandute peste hotare §i cd acum cativa ani
un functionar cu pasaport diplomatic a fost prins
la granita cu o colectie de obiecte unicat, desco-
perite pe teritoriul Republicii Moldova. Un alt
articol, apdrut pe site-ul postului de televiziune
Publika din 10 iunie 2013, avea titlul ,Vanitorii
de comori: furi istoria §i o vind peste hotare pen-
tru zeci de mii de euro, iar legea prevede pedep-
se blande” [9]. ProTV Chisindu, la 29 iulie 2014,
difuza gtirea despre un tinar de 30 ani din satul
Chirianca, Striseni, care si-a cumpdrat un detec-
tor de metal din Rusia §i cerceteazd imprejurimi-
le localititii [10]. Este relatat faptul ci tanirul a
descoperit 8 bombe, dar, din pacate, jurnalistii nu
prezinti in stire faptul ci intentiile cautatorilor de
comori contravin legislatiei i ei, conform legii,
trebuie trasi la rispundere. In baza acestei stiri,
institutiile legii trebuiau sa fie sesizate, iar tinarul
oprit din activitatea ilicita de distrugere a siturilor
arheologice. In Jurnal de Chisindu din 18 februa-
rie 2014 avem un articol semnat de Stefanita Pon-
ta — ,Arheologii cer indsprirea pedepselor pentru
cautitorii ilegali de comori”. Este prezentat cazul
celor 728 de monede gasite de vamesii moldoveni
printre coletele ce urmau sa ajunga din Turcia in
Republica Moldova[11]. Tot despre acest tezaur
monetar scria portalul de stiri realitatea.md la 30
ianuarie 2014 [12]. Vamesii au prezentat in ca-
drul unei conferinte de presa acest caz risunitor,
cand au fost gasite 13,5 kg de aur si argint, 728

ing from the 3rd - 2nd centuries BC, were found
in 1965 by a tractor driver during agricultural work
and for a long time beautified a village fountain.
The objects, worked with great finesse,
were kept either at the home of the former direc-
tor of the village museum, or in the safe of the
local bank, and since 2010 their trace has been
lost. On October 31, 2012, the article “Treasure
Hunters Devastate the Archaeological Areas of
Our Country” appears on the point.md website
[8]. The article presents the fact that treasure
hunters are looking for precious metals and are
not interested in the cultural and historical value
of the goods, and science is the one that remains
without evidence of the context in which the ob-
jects are discovered. Vlad Vornic, the director of
the National Archaeological Agency mentioned
for this site that, according to some information,
the heritage objects are sold abroad and that a few
years ago an official with a diplomatic passport
was caught at the border with a unique collec-
tion of objects discovered on the territory of the
Republic of Moldova. Another article, published
on the website of Publika on June 10, 2013, was
entitled “Treasure Hunters: Steal History and
Sell It Abroad for Tens of Thousands of Euros,
and the Law Provides Gentle Punishments” [9].
ProTV Chisindu, on July 29, 2014, broadcast the
news about a 30-year-old man from the village of
Chirianca, Straseni, who bought a metal detector
from Russia and is investigating the surroundings
of the locality [10]. It is reported that the young
man discovered 8 bombs, but, unfortunately, the
journalists do not present in the news the fact
that the intentions of the treasure hunters con-
travene the legislation and they, according to the
law, must be held liable. Based on this news, the
law enforcement institutions had to be notified,
and the young man stopped from the illicit activ-
ity of destroying the archeological sites. In Jurnal
de Chisindu from February 18, 2014 we have an
article signed by Stefanita Ponta — “Archaeolo-
gists Demand Tougher Penalties for Illegal Trea-
sure Hunters”. The case of the 728 coins found
by Moldovan customs officers among the parcels
that were to arrive from Turkey to the Republic of
Moldova is presented [ 11]. The news portal reali-
tatea.md also wrote about this monetary treasure

192



de monede antice si medievale si doud statuete.
Obiectele confiscate au fost transmise Muzeu-
lui National de Istorie a Moldovei. Pe portalul
de stiri independent.md, la 22 iunie 2015, apare
stirea despre contrabanda cu monede rusesti la
frontiera moldo-romana. Peste 700 de monede
de colectie rusesti, batute in scop aniversar pen-
tru a marca o suti de ani de la nasterea lui Lenin,
au fost descoperite de politistii de frontierd de la
Albita, ascunse in bagajele unui tinir din Repu-
blica Moldova [13].

Totodata comertul ilegal cu arta sau obiec-
te arheologice contravine normelor juridice
nationale si internationale, iar termenul trafic
ilicit de bunuri culturale poate aborda o gami
larga de practici, in functie de legislatia nationald
si internationald in vigoare. O parte din actiunile
care se incadreazi in notiunea generala de trafic
ilicit sunt:

1. Furturi din muzee, situri arheologice, re-
ligioase si alte locuri publice sau private tinute in
conservare.

2. Sapaturi arheologice ilicite.

3.Indepartarea bunurilor culturale din teri-
toriul unui stat, in timpul conflictelor armate sau
al ocupatiei militare.

4. Export si importilicit de bunuri culturale.

S. Transfer ilegal de proprietate asupra bu-
nurilor culturale (vinzare, campirare, asumarea
datoriilor ipotecare, schimb, donatie).

6. Comertul cu documente false al bunuri-
lor de patrimoniu.

7. Trafic de bunuri culturale falsificate.

In concluzie, mentionim ci protectia patri-
moniului este o investitie in dezvoltarea durabili a
unei tdri, iar bunurile culturale de patrimoniu re-
prezintd o resursa strategicd a carei degradare sau
distrugere, instrdinare este ireversibila. Un factor al
pierderii patrimoniului national mobil este si trafi-
cul ilicit de bunuri culturale mobile. Apirut ca un
viciu al secolului XIX, odata cu sporirea numirului
de aventurieri §i arheologi amatori, traficul ilicit de
bunuri culturale a devenit pentru unii o afacere pro-
fitabild, pentru altii o sursa de a-si investi venituri-
le, iar pentru altii o plicere. In Republica Moldova
instrainarea bunurilor de patrimoniu a inceput din
perioada foametei, atunci cdnd multe obiecte de
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on January 30, 2014 [12]. Customs officers pre-
sented this resounding case at a press conference,
when 13.5 kg of gold and silver, 728 ancient and
medieval coins and two statuettes were found.
The confiscated objects were sent to the National
Museum of History of Moldova. On the news
portal independent.md, on June 22,2015, the news
about the smuggling of Russian coins at the Mol-
dovan-Romanian border appeared. More than
700 Russian collector coins, minted for the 100th
anniversary of Lenin’s birth, were discovered by
border police in Albita, hidden in the luggage of
a young man from the Republic of Moldova [ 13].

At the same time, the illegal trade in art or ar-
chaeological objects contravenes national and inter-
national legal norms, and the term illicit trafficking
in cultural goods can address a wide range of practic-
es, depending on the national and international leg-
islation in force. Some of the actions that fall within
the general notion of illicit trafficking are:

1. Thefts from museums, archeological,
religious sites and other public or private places
kept in conservation.

2. Illicit archaeological excavations.

3. Removal of cultural property from the
territory of a state, during armed conflicts or mili-
tary occupation.

4. Ilicit export and import of cultural goods.

S. Illegal transfer of ownership of cultural
property (sale, purchase, assuming mortgage
debt, exchange, donation).

6. Trade in false documents of patrimonial
goods.

7. Trafficking in counterfeit cultural goods.

In conclusion, we mention that heritage
protection is an investment in the sustainable de-
velopment of a country, and cultural heritage as-
sets are a strategic resource whose degradation or
destruction, alienation is irreversible. A factor of
the loss of the mobile national patrimony is also
the illicit trafficking of movable cultural goods. Ap-
pearing as a vice of the nineteenth century, with the
increase in the number of adventurers and amateur
archaeologists, illicit trafficking in cultural goods
has become for some a profitable business, for
others a source of investing their income, and for
others a pleasure. In the Republic of Moldova, the
alienation of heritage goods began during the peri-
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pret erau trecute peste granita tarii, realizandu-se
schimbul pe produse alimentare. Pe durata razbo-
iului, obiectele de patrimoniu erau fie transportate
in alte regiuni, fie ingropate in pimant, fira a mai fi
gasite ulterior. Oficial, despre primele disparitii ale
pieselor de patrimoniu s-a inceput a discuta si a se
scrie dupa decesul arheologului Ion Casian Suru-
ceanu, a cirui colectie impresionanta de antichitati
a suscitat interesul amatorilor. Astfel, bunurile cul-
turale din aceasti colectie privatid au inceput a dis-
parea, fiind comercializate pe cii de contrabandi in
alte state [14].

Asa dar, traficul ilicit de bunuri culturale
este generat de sistemele coruptie (sistemul va-
mal, organul de urmarire penala, sistemul judeci-
toresc), de situatia economici, dar si de educatia
cetitenilor care nu percep valoarea nationald a
bunurilor culturale. Perioada de tranzitie, prin care
trece Republica Moldova, influenteazi negativ do-
meniul protejarii valorilor culturale. De la declara-
rea independentei, Republica Moldova s-a obligat
sd respecte prevederile tratatelor internationale si
a adoptat propria legislatie privind ocrotirea patri-
moniului, insd cazuri de comercializare a bunuri-
lor de patrimoniu cunoagtem tot §i tot mai multe.
Chiar daci valorile culturale poseda un regim juri-
dic special, acestea raiman si fie expuse unor peri-
cole si infractiuni ca furtul, jaful, tlhiria, delapida-
rea sau distrugerea intentionata.

od of famine, when many valuables were crossed
across the country, exchanging food. During the
war, heritage objects were either transported to
other regions or buried in the ground, not being
found later. Officially, the first disappearances
of the heritage pieces began to be discussed and
written after the death of the archaeologist Ion
Casian Suruceanu, whose impressive collection
of antiques aroused the interest of amateurs.
Thus, the cultural goods in this private collection
began to disappear, being smuggled into other
states [14].

Thus, the illicit trafficking of cultural goods
is generated by corruption systems (customs
system, criminal investigation body, judicial sys-
tem), by the economic situation, but also by the
education of citizens who do not perceive the na-
tional value of cultural goods. The transition peri-
od, through which the Republic of Moldova pass-
es, negatively influences the field of protection
of cultural values. Since declaring independence,
the Republic of Moldova has undertaken to com-
ply with the provisions of international treaties
and has adopted its own legislation on heritage
protection, but we find out more and more cases
of trade in heritage assets. Even if cultural values
have a special legal regime, they remain exposed
to dangers and crimes such as theft, robbery, em-
bezzlement or intentional destruction.
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