(

{0

&% Scientific Annals of the Academy “Stefan cel Mare” of MIA of the Republic of Moldova

7w Anale stiintifice ale Academiei ,Stefan cel Mare” a MAI al Republicii Moldova )

CZU :341.41/.46(44):343.33

LEGIUNEA STRAINA DIN FRANTA.
ANALIZA PRIN PRISMA ACTIVITATII
DE MERCENARIAT

Alexandru PARENIUC,
doctor in drept, conferentiar universitar

Vasili BEDA,
doctorand

DOI 10.5281/zenodo.5653465

THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION.
THE ANALYSIS THROUGH THE LENS
OF THE MERCENARY ACTIVITY

Alexandru PARENIUC,
PhD, Associate Professor

Vasili BEDA,
PhD student

Studiul reprezintdi o prezentare generald a
activititii unei din cele mai controversate subdivi-
ziuni militare — Legiunea Strdind Francezd (Légi-
on étrangére), cunoscute pe larg ca una din cele mai
efective unitdti militare din lume pe de o parte si, tot-
odatd, ca un detasament militar care functioneazd
in baza principiilor activititii de mercenariat, fiind
compus in marea majoritate din cetditenii strdini cu
un trecut lipsit de transparentd.

In prezenta lucrare sunt redate aspecte istorice ale
aparitiei si dezvoltdrii Legiunii si conceptul de activi-
tatea acesteia in perioada contemporand.

Totodatd, cercetarea efectuatd ne-a permis si
constatiam cd tempoul dezvoltirii mercenariatului in
lumea contemporand deseori oferd acestui fenomen
posibilitati de obtinere a unor forme de legalizare,
fapt ce este demonstrat prin nivelul inalt de solici-
tare a angajdrii in aceastd unitate militard de citre
recrutii din toatd lume.

Cuvinte cheie: mercenar, legiune strdind, activi-
tatea mercenarilor, drept international, securitatea
nationald, reglementarea juridicd, conflict armat,
operatiunea militard.

This study presents an overview of the activity of
one of the most controversial military subdivision -
the French Foreign Legion (Légion étrangére), widely
known as one of the most effective military units in the
world on the one hand and also as a military detach-
ment operating on the principles of activity of merce-
naries, being composed in the vast majority of foreign
citizens with lacking transparency background.

The research presents historical aspects of the ap-
pearance and development of the Legion and the con-
cept of its activity during the recent period.

At the same time, the investigation allowed us to
find that the cadency of mercenaries activity develop-
ment in the contemporary world, oftentimes offers op-
portunities to this phenomenon to obtain legal forms
of existence, which is proven by the high level of de-
mand for employment in this military unit by recruits
from all over world.

Keywords: mercenary, foreign legion, mercenary
activity, international law, national security, legal
regulation, armed conflict, military operation.

Consideratiuni generale. Mercenariatul
ca metoda de angajare a combatantilor in fortele
armate bazat pe recrutarea cetatenilor straini a
fost cunoscut din cele mai vechi timpuri. Aceasta
activitate in cea mai mare masurai a fost raspandi-
ta in secolele XV-XVII in statele germane, Anglia,
Spania, Franta, Polonia si alte tari din Europa de
Vest. Cu toate acestea, astizi aceastd abordare a
recrutirii nu numai ci nu si-a pierdut relevanta,

General remarks. Mercenary as a method
of combatants employment into the armed forces
based on the recruitment of foreign nationals has
been known since ancient times. This activity was
most widespread in the 15th and 17th centuries
in the German states, England, Spain, France,
Poland and other Western European countries.
However, today this approach to recruitment not
only remains a live issue, but due to the evolution
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dar din cauza dezvoltirii situatii geopolitice
obtine un curs intensiv de dezvoltare. Mai multe
tari au organizatii dedicate recrutarii §i instruirii
cetitenilor (striini, apatrizi) pentru a actiona de
pe pozitia formatiunilor armate in intreaga lume.

In acest context un interes deosebit prezintd
Legiunea Strdind din Franta (Légion étrangére),
care pand in prezent provoaci discutii aprige in
mediul specialistilor din domeniul militar.

In ultima perioadd in spatiul informational
tot mai des se mentioneazd companiile militare
private, activitatea cdrora deseori se compard cu
atributiile exercitate de Legiunea Strdind.

Analizdnd acest fenomen este necesar
de specificat ca dintre definitia enciclopedici a
notiunilor de ,mercenari” si ,armata merce-
nard” (adicd cetdtenii strdini recrutati de un stat
in calitate de soldati) nu poate fi pus un semn de
egalitate [1]. Astfel apare o necesitate de a face o
delimitare clara dintre aceste doud notiuni.

Dupa cum se cunoaste, notiunea expre-
si de ,,mercenar” este definita in art. 47 (2) al
Protocolului Aditional nr. 1 din 10 iunie 1977
la conventiile de la Geneva din 12 august 1949
privind protectia victimelor conflictelor armate
internationale.

In acest act international prin termenul de
mercenar se intelege orice persoani:

a) care este special recrutata in tara sau in
strainitate pentru a lupta intr-un conflict armat;

b) care, in fapt, ia parte la ostilitati;

c) care ia parte la ostilitati in special in ve-
derea obtinerii unui avantaj personal si céreia {i
este efectiv promisa, de citre o parte la conflict
sau in numele ei, 0 remuneratie superioara aceleia
promise sau platite combatantilor avand un grad
si o functie analoage in fortele armate ale acestei
parti;

d) care nu este nici resortisant al unei parti
la conflict si nici rezident al teritoriului controlat
de o parte la conflict;

e) care nu este membru al fortelor armate
ale unei parti la conflict;

f) care nu a fost trimisa de citre un stat, al-
tul decét o parte la conflict, in misiune oficiala ca
membru al fortelor armate ale statului respectiv
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of geopolitical situations gets an intensive course
of development. A lot of countries have organiza-
tions dedicated to recruiting and training citizens
(foreigners, stateless persons) to act from the po-
sition of armed formations around the world.

In this context, the French Foreign Le-
gion (Légion étrangére) is of particular interest,
which has so far provoked heated discussions
among military specialists.

Recently, in the media space, private mili-
tary companies are mentioned more and more
often, and their activity is often compared with
the attributions exercised by the French Foreign
Legion.

During the analyzing this phenomenon it
is necessary to specify that between the encyclo-
pedic definition of the notions of “mercenaries”
and “mercenary army” (i.e. foreign nationals re-
cruited by a state as soldiers) no sign of equality
can be placed [1]. Thus there is a need to make a
clear delimitation between these two definitions.

As it is known, the express notion of “mer-
cenary” was defined in art. 47 (2) of the Addi-
tional Protocol no. 1 of 10 June 1977 to the Ge-
neva Conventions of 12 August 1949, relating to
the Protection of Victims of International Armed
Conflicts.

In this international act, a mercenary
means any person who:

— is specially recruited locally or abroad in
order to fight in an armed conflict;

— does, in fact, take a direct part in the hos-
tilities;

- is motivated to take part in the hostili-
ties essentially by the desire for private gain and,
in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of a Party to
the conflict, material compensation substantially
in excess of that promised or paid to combatants
of similar ranks and functions in the armed forces
of that Party;

- is neither a national of a Party to the con-
flict nor a resident of territory controlled by a
Party to the conflict;

—is not a member of the armed forces of a
Party to the conflict;

— has not been sent by a State which is not
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[2].

Astfel, dupa cum vedem, in definitia redata
in textul Conventiei notiunea de ,armata merce-
nara” este omisa.

Partea comuni a celor doud notiuni consta
in abordarea stiintifici insuficientd si inadecvata
a formelor de mercenariat intalnite in practica.
Totodata, acest aspect este unul firesc, dat fiind
faptul cd normele juridice intotdeauna au fost im-
plementate cu o anumita intarziere fatd de situatii
practice. In aceastd ordine de idei incercdrile de a
formula o definitie complexd si exhaustivd a merce-
nariatului de pe pozitiile dreptului international a
priori sunt sortite esecului. Viata reald intotdeau-
na depaseste dezvoltarea cimpului normativ.

In aceste conditii tot mai interesantd devi-
ne functionarea unei astfel de formatiuni militare
ca Legiunea Strdind Francezd, care include in sine
punctele a), b), c), d) ale Conventiei mentionate mai
sus, insd nu intruneste punctele ) si f), in asa mod
incadrdndu-se partial in zona reglementdrii juridice
a mercenariatului.

Reiesind din aceste considerente, subdivi-
ziunea respectiva poate fi tratatd ca ,armata mer-
cenard”, ficand parte din trupele terestre ale Mi-
nisterului Apararii francez pe de o parte, totodata
fiindu-i proprii elementele unei companii militare
private, bazate pe activitatea mercenarilor.

Scurt istoric. Legiunea Straind a Frantei
s-a format la 9 martie 1831 prin decret al regelui
francez Ludovic Filip I de Orleans, care, in pro-
cesul rezolvarii problemelor legate inclusiv de
completarea trezoreriei statului, a trimis pentru
cucerirea teritoriilor nord-africane bogate, soldati
mercenari. Concomitent a fost luata in calcul si
experienta acumulatd de legiunile Imperiului Ro-
man. Era nevoie de o armati, formati in principal
din profesionisti, care si poatd indeplini sarcini
nu numai in strdindtate, ci §i in interiorul tarii.
Soldatii voluntari au fost recrutati in Italia, Spa-
nia, Elvetia, Polonia, precum si in alte tari europe-
ne. Ofiterii erau doar din asa-numita armati mare
a lui Napoleon.

Pe parcursul istoriei unitatile Legiunii Stra-
ine au fost stationate in Algeria, dar dupa razboiul
din 1954-1962, numirul lor a scizut. Unele sub-

a Party to the conflict on official duty as a member
of its armed forces [2].

Thus, as we see, in the definition given in
the text of the Convention the notion of “merce-
nary army” is omitted.

The common part of those two notions
represents the insufficient and inadequate scien-
tific approach to the forms of mercenary encoun-
tered in practice. At the same time, this aspect is
a natural one, given the fact that legal norms have
always been implemented with a certain delay
compared to practical situations. In this sense,
attempts to formulate a complex and exhaustive
definition of mercenaries from the positions of in-
ternational law a priori are foredoomed to failure.
Real life always goes beyond the development of
the normative field.

Under these conditions, the operability of
such military formation as the French Foreign
Legion becomes more and more interesting, in-
cluding in its functions points a), b), ), d) of the
above-mentioned Convention, but does not meet
points e) and f). Thuswise the Legion partially in-
corporates within the area of legal regulation of
mercenary activities.

Based on these considerations, the subdivi-
sion can be treated as a “mercenary army”, being
part of the ground troops of the French Ministry
of Defense on the one hand, while owning the ele-
ments of a private military company, based on the
activity of mercenaries.

Short historiography. The French For-
eign Legion was established on March 9, 1831
by decree of French King Louis-Philippe I of Or-
leans, who, in the process of resolving problems
including the completion of the state treasury,
sent mercenary soldiers to conquer prolific North
African territories. At the same time, the experi-
ence gained by the legions of the Roman Empire
was taken into account. There was a need for an
army, composed mainly of professionals, that
could perform missions not only abroad but also
inside the country. Volunteer soldiers have been
recruited in Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Poland, as
well as in other European countries. The officers
were only from so-called Napoleon’s great army.
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diviziuni au fost mutate in Franta, altele au ajuns
ca parte a fortelor terestre in teritoriile de peste
mari si in tdrile cu care au fost incheiate acorduri
militare corespunzitoare. Mercenarii au fost cei
mai activi la mijlocul secolului al XIX-lea, aparand
interesele Frantei in Orientul Mijlociu §i Mexic.
Pentru singura data din istoria existentei lor, ei
s-au opus trupelor rusesti in razboiul din Crimeea
de partea Turciei (1853-1856) pentru dominatie
in Orientul Mijlociu. Blocada de la Sevastopol a
durat aproximativ un an, legionarii au fost invinsi
si au suferit mari pierderi.

Unitatile Legiunii au luptat, de asemenea,
impotriva fascistilor germani si italieni din Franta,
Norvegia si Africa in timpul celui de-al Doilea
Rizboi Mondial (1939-1945). Au luptat i impo-
triva miscérilor de eliberare nationald din Indo-
china (1945-1950), Madagascar (1947 -1950),
Tunisia (1952-1954), Maroc (1953-1956) si
Ciad (1969-1970).

Dupa rizboiul din Liban (1982-1983) Le-
giunea a suferit o ugoara reorganizare. Unele din-
tre subdiviziunile sale au fost reorientate pentru
a efectua operatiuni ca parte a fortelor de aparare
civila.

In septembrie 1990, un numir semnifica-
tiv de legionari au fost trimisi in regiunea Golfu-
lui Persic pentru a participa la o actiune militara
la scara largd impotriva regimului lui Saddam
Hussein.

Personalul unitatilor regimentelor de in-
fanterie din perioada 1992-1996 a indeplinit oca-
zional misiuni militare in Bosnia.

In prezent, unitati ale Legiunii Straine par-
ticipd pe baza de rotatie la operatiuni in Liban
(fortele temporare ale ONU) si in zona Sahara-
Sahel din Africa (Operatiunea Barkhan).

Evenimentele ,primaverii arabe” au de-
monstrat ci soldatii mercenari sunt din nou
solicitati sa apere interesele politice §i econo-
mice ale Frantei. Dupad cum s-a raportat in pre-
sa occidentald, Legiunea neoficial a luat parte la
ostilititile din Siria [3].

Reglementarea juridica si functionarea
Legiunii in prezent. Legiunea strdind, ca compo-
nentd a armatei franceze, este subordonata sefului
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Throughout history, the units of the For-
eign Legion were stationed in Algeria, but after
the war of 1954-1962, their number decreased.
Some subdivisions were relocated to France,
others arrived as part of the ground forces in the
overseas territories and in the countries with
which appropriate military treaties were con-
cluded. Mercenaries were most active in the mid-
nineteenth century, defending France’s interests
in the Middle East and Mexico. For the only time
in the history of their existence, they have fought
against Russian troops in the Crimean War on
the side of Turkey (1853-1856) for domination
in the Middle East. The blockade of Sevastopol
lasted about a year, the legionaries were defeated
and suffered heavy losses.

Legion units also fought against German
and Italian fascists in France, Norway and Africa
during World War II (1939-1945). They also
fought against the national liberation movements
in Indochina (1945-1950), Madagascar (1947-
1950), Tunisia (1952-1954), Morocco (1953-
1956) and Chad (1969-1970).

After the war in Lebanon (1982-1983) the
Legion underwent a slight reorganization. Some
of its subdivisions have been reoriented to con-
duct operations as part of the civil defense forces.

In September 1990, a significant number of
legionnaires were sent to the Persian Gulf region
to take part in a large-scale military action against
Saddam Hussein’s regime.

The personnel of the infantry regiment
units from 1992-1996 occasionally carried out
military missions in Bosnia.

Currently, units of the Foreign Legion par-
ticipate on a rotating basis in operations in Leba-
non (UN temporary forces) and in the Sahara-
Sahel area of Africa (Operation Barkhan).

The events of the “Arab Spring” showed
that mercenary soldiers were once again called
upon to defend France’s political and economic
interests. As reported in the Western press, the
Legion unofhcially took part in the hostilities in
Syria [3].

Legal regulation and functioning of the
Legion at present
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statului major al fortelor terestre (comandant).
Activititile acestei formatiuni sunt reglementate
de legile statului, de decretele guvernamentale, de
ordinele ministrului apararii, precum si de tratate-
le si acordurile internationale.

Principalul document care reglementeaza
serviciul in cadrul Legiunii Straine este Hotdrarea
Guvernului francez nr. 956 ,cu privire la soldatii
legiunii strdine” din 12 septembrie 2008 [4].

yRegulamentul Legiunii Straine” intrat in
vigoare prin ordinul Ministrului Apardrii din
2001 stipuleaza ca aceasta formatiune a trupelor
terestre constd din comandi, unititi de lupts,
unitati de asigurare inginera si unititi de instruire
(pe langd comandament , noud regimente si un
batalion separat cu un numair total de efectiv de
aproximativ 7700 de personal militar, dintre care
aproximativ 300 sunt ofiteri).

Principalele sarcini ale Legiunii sunt:

— demonstrarea prezentei militare a Frantei
in teritoriile de peste mari si straine;

— participarea la operatiuni in teatre de
actiuni militare in cadrul gruparilor nationale (de
coalitie) de trupe (forte);

— desfagurarea unor evenimente (actiuni)
speciale care necesita implicare ascunsa in aceste
actiuni ale armatei franceze.

Unitatile de lupta si unititile de sprijin
pentru luptd includ o semi-brigadi (regiment) -
denumirea istoricd ,semi-brigadi” a fost pastrata
in memoria participarii sale la al Doilea Razboi
Mondial, o cavalerie blindata, infanterie motori-
zatd, regiment aerian §i doud regimente de ingi-
nerie , precum si unitati dislocate pe teritoriile din
striinitate (regiment de infanterie separat si un
batalion de infanterie separat).

Utilizarea militara a Legiunii Strdine este
responsabild de sediul fortelor terestre franceze.
Unititile de lupta din cadrul regimentelor sunt
dislocate pe propriul teritoriu, fiind amplasate
la sudul Frantei, in preajma oraselor Aubagne,
Orange, Nimes, fapt ce face posibild reducerea
timpului de transportare a fortelor pe calea aeru-
lui sau maritima catre regiunile din Orientul Mij-
lociu si Africa.

Comandamentul Legiunii este situat in

The foreign legion, as part of the French
army, is subordinate to the chief of staft of the
ground forces (commander). The activities of
this military formation are regulated by state
laws, government decrees, orders of the Minister
of Defense, as well as international treaties and
agreements.

The main document that regulates the
service within the French Foreign Legion is the
Decision of the French Government no. 956 “on the
soldiers of the foreign legion” of September 12, 2008
[4].

The “Regulation of the Foreign Legion”
(became res judicata by order of the Minister of
Defense in 2001) stipulates that this formation
of ground troops consists of command, combat
units, engineering insurance units and training
units (in addition to command, nine regiments
and a separate battalion with a total number of
troops of about 7700 military personnel, of which
about 300 are officers).

The main combat missions of the Legion
are:

— demonstration of France’s military pres-
ence in overseas and foreign territories;

— participation in operations in theaters of
military action within national (coalition) groups
of troops (forces);

— the development of special events (ac-
tions) that require hidden involvement in these
actions of the French army.

Combat units and combat support units
include a semi-brigade (regiment) - the histori-
cal name “semi-brigade” has been preserved in
memory of its participation in World War II, an
armored cavalry, motorized infantry, air regiment
and two engineering regiments, as well as units
deployed in foreign territories (separate infantry
regiment and a separate infantry battalion).

The military use of the Foreign Legion is
responsible for the headquarters of the French
ground forces. The regimental combat units are
deployed on their own territory, being located in
the south of France, near the cities of Aubagne,
Orange, Nimes, which makes possible to reduce
the time of forces transporting by air or sea to the
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Aubagne (o suburbie a oragului Marsilia), fiind
preocupat de recrutarea si instruirea legionari-
lor. Functiile sale includ, de asemenea, asigurarea
securitatii interne atét pe teritoriul tarii, cit si in
striinitate, mentinandu-si traditiile [S].

Principiul completdrii Legiunii Strdine
cu noi recruti nu s-a schimbat practic de-a lun-
gul anilor. Se incadreaza voluntari care posedi
cetitenia diferitelor tari, au diferite nationalitati,
religii, care sunt gata si serveascd un alt stat. In zi-
lele noastre, Legiunea Strdina Franceza este com-
pletatd preponderent de imigranti din Marea Bri-
tanie, Italia, Portugalia, Israel si tarile din Europa
de Est. Sunt in randurile acestei unitati inclusiv i
concetitenii nostri [6].

Decizia finala privind inrolarea are loc in
Franta, unde exista 17 centre de recrutare, situ-
ate prioritar in orasele mari, precum Toulouse,
Nimes, Lyon. De reguld, asistentd candidatilor
(la obtinerea vizei, achizitionarea biletelor etc.) la
aceasta etapd nu se ofera.

In Legiunea Striini se accepti barbati
cu varsta sub 40 de ani, apti din punct de vede-
re medical pentru exercitarea serviciului militar.
De asemenea, pot fi inrolati inclusiv minorii, dar
numai cu permisiunea speciald a parintilor sau
tutorilor legali. Cunoasterea limbii franceze este
optionala. De reguld, la punctele de recrutare
anual se adreseaza pana la 14 mii de straini, dintre
care sunt selectati ca candidati mai putin de juma-
tate (pani la 6 mii). Inrolarea in serviciu are loc
dupi sustinerea numeroaselor teste psihologice
si examindrilor fizice, in functie de rezultatele ca-
rora este selectat ca recrut doar fiecare al zecelea
candidat.

Salariul legionarilor este egal cu salariile de
baza ale armatei franceze, iar marimea sa depinde
de gradele militare si de vechime in serviciu. Se
aplica si indemnizatii, al ciror coeficient este de-
terminat de locatia unitatii (teritoriul national, de-
partamentul din striinitate, o alti tara), conditiile
climaterice, intensitatea activitatilor de lupta si o
serie de alti factori.

Un legionar de rind are un salariu de
baza de 1.280 de euro pe luni (conform functiei
si gradului militar), firi a lua in considerare
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Middle East and Africa.

The Legion’s command is located in Au-
bagne (a suburb of Marseille), and is concerned
with recruiting and training legionnaires. Its func-
tions also include ensuring internal security both
within the country and abroad, while maintaining
its traditions [5].

The principle of making up of the Foreign
Legion’s staft with new recruits has practically
not changed over the years. There are recruited
volunteers who have the citizenship of different
countries, have different nationalities, religions,
who are ready to serve another state. Nowadays,
the French Foreign Legion is mainly made up of
immigrants from Great Britain, Italy, Portugal, Is-
rael and Eastern European countries. Our fellow
citizens are also in the ranks of this unit [6].

The final decision on enrollment takes
place in France, where there are 17 recruitment
centers, located primarily in large cities such as
Toulouse, Nimes, Lyon. As a rule, assistance to
candidates (obtaining a visa, purchasing tickets,
etc.) at this stage is not offered.

The Foreign Legion accepts men under the
age of 40, medically fit for military service. Minors
may also be enrolled, but only with the special
permission of their parents or legal conservators.
Knowledge of French is optional. As a rule, up to
14,000 foreigners address the recruitment points
annually, of which less than half (up to 6,000) are
selected as candidates. Enrollment in the service
takes place after taking numerous psychological
tests and physical examinations, depending on
the results of which only every tenth candidate is
selected as a recruit.

The salary of the legionaries is equal to the
basic salaries of the French army, and its size de-
pends on the military ranks and seniority in ser-
vice. Allowances are also applied, the coefficient
of which is determined by the location of the unit
(national territory, foreign department, another
country), climatic conditions, intensity of com-
bat activities and a number of other factors.

An ordinary legionnaire has a basic salary
of 1,280 euros per month (according to military
function and rank), without taking into account
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indemnizatiile pentru conditii speciale de servi-
ciu: rezolvarea problemelor asociate cu un risc
pentru viatd, salturi cu parasuti si altele. Salariul
ofiterilor constituie cel putin 3 000 de euro. Pen-
tru a proteja datele cu caracter personal, banii
sunt platiti legionarilor in numerar, in timp ce
restului armatei salariul este transferat pe carduri
bancare.

Concluzii. Deseori trupele Legiunii
Striine sunt implicate in reglarea conflictelor
internationale. Totodati, nu toate misiunile sunt
desfagurate in focare de crizi militard. Uneori
sunt efectuate §i operatiuni relativ pagnice, cam ar
fi lupta cu contrabandistii din Guyana, contraca-
rarea migratiei ilegale in Mayotte, paza bazei mi-
litare din Noua Caledonie. Toate aceste teritorii
apartin Frantei, unde aceasta isi mentine influenta
si incearcd si previna jefuirea resurselor utile.

Referindu-ne la riscuri care pot fi genera-
te de inrolarea cetitenilor in randurile Legiunii,
constatam ci acestea nu se deosebesc de riscurile
generale existente in domeniul activititii merce-
narilor.

Astfel, fostii mercenari din cadrul Legiunii,
avand aptitudini si experienta militard acumulata
pe parcursul misiunilor de rizboi, sunt predispusi
catre cautarea altor focare de conflicte milita-
re unde si-ar putea aplica abilitatile obtinute in
teatrele de operatiuni militare. La fel, nu putem
exclude si eventuald predispunerea fostilor mer-
cenari citre activitatea criminald in cadrul grupa-
rilor infractionale organizate.

In alti ordine de idei, la fel ca si membrii
companiilor militare private, fostii legionari se ex-
pun unor riscuri de a fi atrasi §i utilizati de citre
recrutorii organizatiilor teroriste internationale
ca luptitori teroristi striini (foreign terrorist figh-
ters) sau de citre liderii grupirilor nationalist-
extremiste.

In aceste conditii se atesti prezenta unor
riscuri reale de ,recalificare” a fostului merce-
nar in actualul terorist cu viziuni distructive si
tendinte de a cistiga venituri din participare la
activitati teroriste [7].

allowances for special conditions of service: solv-
ing missions associated with a risk to life, para-
chute jumps and others. The salary of officers
shall be at least EUR 3 000. To protect personal
data, the money is paid to the legionaries in cash,
while the rest of the army’s salary is transferred to
bank cards.

Conclusions. Foreign Legion troops are
often involved in settling international conflicts.
At the same time, not all missions are carried
out in outbreaks of military crisis. Sometimes
relatively peaceful operations are also carried out,
such as the fight against smugglers from Guyana,
countering illegal migration to Mayotte, guarding
the military base in New Caledonia. All these ter-
ritories belong to France, where it maintains its
influence and tries to prevent the plunder of use-
ful resources.

Referring to the risks that can be generated
by the enrollment of citizens in the Legion, we
find that they do not differ from the general risks
in the field of mercenary activity.

Thus, the former mercenaries of the Le-
gion, having skills and military experience gained
during war missions, are prone to seek other
flashpoint areas where they could apply their skills
trained in theaters of military operations. Like-
wise, we cannot exclude the possible predisposi-
tion of former mercenaries to criminal activity
within organized criminal groups.

In other words, like members of private
military companies, former legionaries run the
risk of being lured and used by recruiters of inter-
national terrorist organizations as foreign terror-
ist fighters or by leaders of nationalist-extremist
groups.

Under these conditions, there is a real risk
of “retraining” the former mercenary in the cur-
rent terrorist with destructive visions and tenden-
cies to earn income from participation in terrorist
activities [7].

150



@tiin;ejuridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 14/ 2021, ISSN 1857-0976)

Referinte bibliografice
Bibliographical references

OHIMKAOIIeAYeCKUI cAoBaph bpokraysa m  S.

O¢poHa.
A. Pareniuc, V. Beda. Reglementarea

activitatii mercenarilor din perspectiva as-

pectelor de drept international. In: Revista 6.

stiintifico-practica ,Legea si viatd”, ianuarie-
februarie 2021, p. 36-37, ISSN 1810-309X.
https://ru.armeniasputnik.am/20180428/

makron-uhvatilsya-na-inostrannyj-legion-a- 7.

esli-vdrug-mir-v-sirii-11741453.html
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/
JORFTEXT000019477797/ - Décret n°
2008-956 du 12 septembre 2008 relatif aux
militaires servant a titre étranger, Derniére
mise a jour des données de ce texte : 02 no-
vembre 2020.

http://factmil.com/publ/strana/
francija/inostrannyj_ legion
francii 2020/33-1-0-1792 - B. Hecrépkus,
WMuocrpannsii Aernod Opannum.
https://point.md/ru/novosti/obschestvo/
vykhodets-iz-moldovy-sluzhit-vo-
frantsuzskom-legione/ - Brxoper; us Moa-
AOBBI CAYXKUT BO QPAHIy3CKOM ACTHOHE

A. Pareniuc, V. Beda. Activitatea mercenari-
lor ca generator de riscuri pentru securitatea
nationald a Republicii Moldova. In: Analele
stiintifice ale Academiei Stefan cel Mare” a
MALI al Republicii Moldova, Stiinte juridi-
ce// Legal Sciences, nr. 12/ 2020, p. 120,
ISSN 1857-0976.

Despre autori:

Alexandru PARENIUC,

doctor in drept, conferentiar universitar,

sef adjunct al Directiei studii si management
al calitatii a Academiei ,Stefan cel Mare”

a MAI al Republicii Moldova,
e-mail:alexandru.pareniuc@mai.gov.md

Vasili BEDA,

doctorand,

Academia ,Stefan cel Mare” a MAI
al Republicii Moldova,
e-mail:vasili.beda@gmail.com

151

About authors:

Alexandru PARENIUC,

PhD, associate professor,

Deputy Head of the Studies and Quality

Management Department of the Academy “Stefan
cel Mare” of the MIA of the Republic of Moldova,

e-mail: alexandru.pareniuc@mai.gov.md

Vasili BEDA,

PhD student,

Academy “Stefan cel Mare” of the MIA
of the Republic of Moldova
e-mail:vasili.beda@gmail.com



