CZU 343.985

ASPECTE CRIMINALISTICE ALE APLICA-
RII TEHNICII REID LA AUDIEREA
PERSOANELOR

lurie ODAGIU,
doctor in drept, conferentiar universitar

Andrei LUNGU,
doctorand

@tiin;ejuridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 14/ 2021, ISSN 1857-0976)

DOI10.5281/zenodo.5653380

FORENSIC ASPECTS OF APLLYING
THE REID TECHNIQUE TO INTERROGATE
PEOPLE

lurie ODAGIU,
PhD, associate professor

Andrei LUNGU,
PhD student

Articolul stiintific este dedicat studierii si analizei
teoriei aplicdrii in criminalisticd, la etapa intervievi-
rii/audierii a tehnicii Reid.

Tehnica Reid este o metodd recunoscutd pe scard
largd de intervievare in SUA a celor implicati intr-o
anchetd penald, pentru a-i exonera pe nevinovati si a
identifica vinovatul.

Cuvinte-cheie: audiere, intervievare, suspect, in-
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poligrafului.

The scientific article is dedicated to the study and
analysis of the theory of application in forensics, at
the stage of interviewing / interrogating, the Reid
technique.

The Reid technique is a widely recognized method
of interviewing those who are involved in a criminal
investigation in the United States to exonerate the in-
nocent and identify the culprit.

Keywords: hearing, interview, suspect, interroga-
tion, Reid technique, polygraph, polygraph test.

Introducere. Domeniul audierii persoane-
lor in contextul investigarii criminalitatii constituie
obiect de studiu al procedurii judiciare penale, al
tacticii si metodologiei criminalistice, precum si al
analizei interdisciplinare din sfera ordinii publice si
a sigurantei nationale. Practicile de intervievare si
interogare a suspectilor au fost studiate in diferite
tari. Pe baza rezultatelor acestor studii s-a putut
deduce faptul ca practicile de intervievare si de in-
terogare pot varia in functie de tara sau chiar regiu-
neain care suntimplementate, din cauza diferitelor
modalitati de abordare a suspectilor.

Activitatea de cunoastere, desfisurata de ca-
tre ofiterul de urmarire penald, consta in realizarea
unor operatii mai simple sau mai complicate de gan-
dire, in elaborarea strategiei de solutionare a proble-
melor, in abordarea creatoare a situatiilor care cer o
atare activitate de cunoastere. Sarcinile mai simple
sunt realizate conform unui algoritm, prin respecta-
rea unor reguli cunoscute de cercetare [1].

Efectuind cercetarea cauzei concrete, ofite-
rul de urmirire penala trebuie si se straduie intr-un

Introduction. The field of hearing persons
in the context of crime investigation is the object
of study of the criminal judicial procedure, of
the forensic tactics and methodology, as well as
of the interdisciplinary analysis in the sphere of
public order and national security. The practices
of interviewing and interrogating suspects have
been studied in different countries. Based on the
results of these studies, it could be deduced that
interview and interrogation practices may vary
depending on the country or even the region in
which they are implemented, due to the different
ways of approaching suspects.

The knowledge activity, carried out by the
criminal investigation officer, consists in carrying
out simple or more complicated thinking opera-
tions, in elaborating the problem-solving strat-
egy, in the creative approach of the situations that
require such a knowledge activity. The simplest
tasks are performed according to an algorithm, by
following known research rules [1].

Carrying out the investigation of the con-
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anumit mod sa sistematizeze propria activitate, si
0 aduci dupi continut §i formai la nivelul cerintelor
procesuale si tactice, atribuindu-i o nuanti ratio-
nali si directie metodica. In acest scop el utilizeaza
cunostintele teoretice acumulate si propria experi-
entd profesionald de cercetare a anumitor catego-
rii sau grupuri de infractiuni, iar in unele situatii se
poate folosi si de experienta colegilor.

Cunostintele ofiterului de urmirire pena-
1a (profesionale, psihologice, pedagogice etc.), in
procesul cercetarii, trebuie nu numai si genereze
si sd orienteze propriile sale actiuni, dar si sa ar-
monizeze permanent cu activitatea intelectuala a
tuturor participantilor la proces si a persoanelor
implicate in el. Acesta este obligat si gindeascd nu
numai pentru sine, dar si pentru altii, sa inteleagd
evolutia proceselor psihice, sd prognozeze deciziile
si faptele participantilor la proces, se le orienteze i,
in functie de toate acestea, si-si corecteze propriul
comportament. In aceasti interactiune se intersec-
teazd reprezentantii diferitelor interese, care, nici
pe departe, nu intotdeauna corespund, iar uneori
chiar sunt opuse: ofiterul de urmarire penala si
persoana banuita, invinuitd, persoana care audiaza
si persoana audiati etc. Tocmai incongruenta, ca-
racterul contradictoriu si confruntarea intereselor
umane in procesul cercetirilor conditioneaza ne-
cesitatea unei anumite tactici de urmdrire penala
care, sub aspect psihologic, constituie o lupti a psi-
hologiilor: intelectul, vointa, caracterul, principiile
morale ale ofiterului de urmarire penali si cele ale
participantilor la proces [2].

Scopul studiului. Literatura de specialita-
te oferd putine studii care si compare intre mai
multe tari utilizarea tacticilor, tehnicilor si pro-
cedurilor folosite pentru obtinerea de marturisiri
din partea suspectilor.

Autorii isi propun sa faci o analiza si cer-
cetare a modelului utilizat la scala largi in intero-
gatoriile derulate in Statele Unite ale Americii, ce
foloseste strategii confruntationale si de manipu-
lare psihologica pentru a obtine marturisiri, teh-
nica Reid fiind cea mai cunoscuta in acest sens.

Metode si materiale aplicate. In procesul
studiului au fost aplicate metodele: analiza, sinteza,
comparatia si constientizarea logici. Materialele
utilizate le constituie publicatiile savantilor din do-
meniu, precum si legislatia corespunzitoare.

crete case, the criminal investigation officer must
strive in a certain way to systematize his own activ-
ity, to bring it according to its content and form at
the level of procedural and tactical requirements,
attributing to it a rational nuance and methodical
direction. For this purpose he uses the accumu-
lated theoretical knowledge and his own profes-
sional experience to investigate certain categories
or groups of crimes, and in some situations he can
also use the experience of colleagues.

The knowledge of the criminal investiga-
tion officer (professional, psychological, peda-
gogical, etc.), in the investigating process, must
not only generate and guide his own actions, but
also permanently harmonize with the intellectual
activity of all participants in the process and the
people involved in it. He is obliged to think not
only for himself, but also for others, to understand
the evolution of psychic processes, to predict the
decisions and deeds of the participants in the pro-
cess, to orient them and, depending on all this, to
correct his own behavior. In this interaction, the
representatives of the different interests inter-
sect, which, by far, do not always correspond, and
sometimes they are even opposites: the criminal
investigation officer and the suspected, accused
person, the person who is investigating and the
person who is investigated, etc. It is the incongru-
ity, the contradictory character and the confron-
tation of human interests in the investigating pro-
cess that condition the need for a certain criminal
prosecution tactic which, from a psychological
point of view, is a struggle of psychologies: intel-
lect, will, character, moral principles of the pros-
ecuting officer and those of participants [2].

Purpose of the study. The literature offers
few studies comparing between several countries
the use of tactics, techniques and procedures used
to obtain confessions from suspects.

The authors aim is to make an analyze and
research about the model widely used in interro-
gations in the United States, which uses confron-
tational strategies and psychological manipula-
tion to obtain confessions, the Reid technique
being the best known in this regard.

Methods and materials applied. In the
study process were applied the methods: analysis,
synthesis, comparison and logical awareness. The
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Rezultate obtinute si discutii. Abordarea
colectdrii de informatii se bazeazd pe principii
stiintifice, stabilind un raport intre intervievator
si suspect cu scopul obtinerii de informatii.

Interogatoriile de la politie nu au fost intot-
deauna atit de complexe. P4ni la inceputul anilor
1900 in Statele Unite, abuzul fizic era o metoda
acceptabild de a obtine o marturisire. Declaratiile
obtinute prin tehnici de ,gradul trei” -- privarea
de hranai si apd, lumini puternice, disconfort fizic
siizolare indelungati, bitaie cu bastoanele de ca-
uciuc si alte instrumente care nu lasa urme -- erau
de obicei admisibile atat timp cat suspectul a sem-
nat o denuntare prin care declara ci marturisirea
este voluntara.

Consideram c4, si in activitatea organe-
lor de urmirire penala din Republica Moldova,
tehnicile abuzive ar putea conduce la obtinerea
unor declaratii ficute prin incilcarea libertatii de
exprimare sau a unor informatii viciate care pot
denatura realitatea.

In acest context, intentionam si tragem un
semnal de alarma cu privire la posibile cazuri ce
pot apirea in sistemul nostru judiciar §i asupra re-
percusiunilor care se indreaptd impotriva fiecirui
individ in parte, precum si asupra statului §i a Mi-
nisterului Afacerilor Interne, fiind aduse prejudi-
cii de imagine, care cu greu pot fi inlaturate.

De la inceputul secolului trecut, in SUA
s-a exercitat o presiune asupra tacticii obtinerii
de informatie de citre politie. In 1937 lucruri-
le au inceput sa se schimbe cu adevarat, in cazul
Brown v. Mississippi, Curtea Suprema de Justitie
a SUA arenuntat la o mérturisire ,voluntara” care
a fost obtinuta dupa ce ofiterii de politie au biciu-
it in mod repetat suspectul in vederea obtinerii
recunoagterii sivarsirii faptei ilegale [3].

O alta lovitura impotriva torturii in cadrul
desfisurarii unei audieri, este decizia Curtii Su-
preme de Justitie a SUA, din anul 1966, Miranda
v. Arizona [4], cu privire la declaratiile lui Ernesto
Miranda despre torturd, presiuni si viol pe timpul
interogarii.

In ciutarea unor noi procedee aplicabile la au-
dierea/interogarea persoanelor, ce ar trebui si sub-
stituie metodele abuzive de obtinere a informatiilor,
politia a decis s aplice tehnici psihologice, psiho-fi-
ziologice si de analizd comportamentala.
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materials used are the publications of scholars in
the field, as well as the corresponding legislation.

Results obtained and discussions. The
information collection approach is based on sci-
entific principles, establishing a relationship be-
tween the interviewer and the suspect in order
to obtain information. Police interrogations have
not always been so complex. Until the early 1900s
in the United States, physical abuse was an ac-
ceptable method of obtaining a confession. State-
ments obtained through «third degree>» tech-
niques - deprivation of food and water, strong
lights, physical discomfort and prolonged isola-
tion, beating with rubber sticks and other tools
that leave no trace - were usually admissible as
long as the suspect signed a denunciation stating
that the confession is voluntary.

We believe that, even in the activity of
criminal prosecution bodies in the Republic of
Moldova, abusive techniques could lead to ob-
taining statements made by violating freedom of
expression or flawed information that may distort
the reality.

In this context, we intend to draw atten-
tion on possible cases that may occur in our ju-
diciary and on the repercussions that are directed
against each individual, as well as on the state and
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, being damaged,
which can hardly be removed.

Since the beginning of the last century,
there has been pressure in the US on the tac-
tics of obtaining information by the police. In
1937 things really started to change, in the case
of Brown v. Mississippi, the US Supreme Court
gave up a «voluntary» confession that was ob-
tained after police officers repeatedly whipped
the suspect in order to obtain recognition of the
commission of the illegal act [3].

Another blow against torture during an
interrogation, is the decision of the US Supreme
Court in 1966, Miranda v. Arizona, regarding Er-
nesto Miranda’s statements about torture, pres-
sure and rape during interrogation [4]

In search of new procedures applicable
to the hearing / interrogation of persons, which
should replace the abusive methods of obtaining
information, the police decided to apply psycho-
logical, psycho-physiological and behavioral anal-
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O metodad eficienti pentru obtinerea
informatiilor aplicatd de politia americana, era
testarea cu aplicarea poligrafului, dar din cauza
faptului ca specialisti poligrafologi erau putini si
tehnica poligraf era costisitoare, ele nu puteau fi
aplicate ori de céte ori era necesar.

Dar unii specialisti poligrafologi, inclusiv
un examinator poligraf pe nume John Reid, a in-
ceput sd observe cd subiectii testarilor cu aplicarea
poligrafului, prezinti anumite semne fizice exteri-
oare, consistente si interpretabile, care coincid cu
rezultatul obtinut prin intermediul poligrafului.

Format ca poligrafolog in anii 1940, John
Reid a studiat sub tutela lui Fred Inbau, un renu-
mit anchetator si director al Laboratorul de De-
tectare Stiintifici a Criminalitatii a politiei din
Chicago [5]. In 1947, John Reid isi infiintase deja
propria agentie de poligraf, dezvoltind tehnica
initiald Reid §i o punea in practici. Reid a con-
tinuat sa dezvolte un sistem de interogare bazat
pe tipuri specifice de intrebari si raspunsuri, care
descopera punctele slabe ale persoanei investiga-
te. ,Noua pasi” de manipulare psihologica a lui
Reid este unul dintre cel mai popular sistem de
interogare din Statele Unite ale Americii astazi.

John Reid sustine ci tehnica sa trebuie sa
fie aplicatd doar atunci cind existd suspiciuni re-
zonabile ci interogatul este persoana care a comis
fapta ilicita de care este suspectat.

In acest sens, tehnica Reid este divizati in
trei compartimente distincte:

» Analiza faptei;

» Analiza comportamental3;

» Interogarea, desfisurati pe baza unei
scheme bine determinate, care consta dintr-un
proces alcituit din 9 etape.

Inainte de a incepe interogarea dupa
tehnica lui John Reid, este necesar de stabilit
apartenenta suspectului la comiterea infractiunii.
In acest sens, intervievatorul dezvolti o relatie
amicald cu suspectul, asigurdnd un contact psi-
hologic pozitiv, folosind o conversatie obisnuita
pentru a crea o atmosferd neamenintitoare.

Detectivul poate pretinde ci impartaseste
unele dintre interesele sau convingerile suspec-
tului. Daci suspectul incepe sd vorbeasci cu inte-
rogatorul despre lucruri inofensive cu sinceritate,
devine mai greu sa mintd mai tirziu, cind discutia

ysis techniques.

An effective method of obtaining informa-
tion applied by the American police was testing
with the application of the polygraph, but due
to the fact that polygraph specialists were few
and the polygraph technique was expensive, they
could not be applied whenever necessary. But
some polygraph specialists, including a polygraph
examiner named John Reid, began to notice that
the subjects of the tests with the application of the
polygraph, show certain external physical signs,
consistent and interpretable, which coincide with
the result obtained through the polygraph.

Trained as a polygraphistin the 1940s, John
Reid studied under the tutelage of Fred Inbau, a
famous investigator and director of the Chicago
Police Crime Detection Laboratory. In 1947,
John Reid had already set up his own polygraph
agency, developing Reid’s original technique and
putting it into practice. Reid continued to de-
velop an interrogation system based on specific
types of questions and answers, which reveals the
weaknesses of the person under investigation. Re-
id’s «nine steps>» of psychological manipulation
is one of the most popular interrogation systems
in the United States today [S].

John Reid argues that his technique should
only be applied when there are reasonable suspi-
cions that the interrogated person is the person
who committed the suspected wrongdoing.

In this sense, the Reid technique is divided
into three distinct compartments:

« fact Analysis;

« behavioral analysis;

« the interrogation, carried out on the basis
of a well-determined scheme, which consisted of
a process consisting of 9 stages.

Before beginning the interrogation accord-
ing to John Reid’s technique, it is necessary to
establish the suspect’s affiliation in committing
the crime. In this way, the interviewer develops
a friendly relationship with the suspect, ensuring
a positive psychological contact, using a regular
conversation to create a non-threatening atmo-
sphere.

The detective may claim to share some of
the suspect’s interests or beliefs. If the suspect
starts talking to the interrogator about harmless
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se indreapti spre detaliile comiterii infractiunii.

In timpul acestei conversatii, detectivul
analizeazi reactiile suspectului - atat verbale, cit
si non-verbale, pentru a stabili o reactie de baza
inainte de a incepe interogarea reala. Detectivul
va folosi aceastd linie de baza mai tarziu ca reper
si punct de comparatie.

O metoda de a crea o linie comportamentala
de bazi este de a pune intrebari care determina sus-
pectul sa puna in lucru diferite parti ale creierului
sau. Scopul este sd implicim activitatea cerebrala
legatd de procese simple de amintire cét §i procese
de gindire creativa. Detectivul va urmairi cu atentie
miscarea ochilor si gesticulatia. Se considera ca
miscarea ochilor poate fi interpretata ca un indica-
tor al rispunsurilor adevirate si false [6].

Considerim ci, este discutabild acesta
afirmatie, existind la moment studii care infirma
aceasta opinie [7].

Manipularea psihologici incepe inainte ca
interogatoriul propriu-zis si inceapa. Camera de
interogatoriu este conceputa pentru a maximiza
disconfortul si sentimentul de disperare al sus-
pectului din momentul in care paseste induntru.

Se recomandi o cameri mic3, izolati fonic,
cu doar trei scaune (doui pentru detectivi, unul
pentru suspect) si un birou, fird nimic pe pereti.
Acest lucru creeazi un sentiment de expunere,
lipsd de protectie si izolare, sporind senzatia sus-
pectului a unei lipse de speranta asa incat dorinta
lui de baza sa fie: ,scoate-ma de aici” pe tot par-
cursul interogatoriului.

@tiin;ejuridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 14/ 2021, ISSN 1857-0976)

things with sincerity, it becomes harder to lie lat-
er, when the discussion goes to the details of the
crime.

During this conversation, the detective
analyzes the suspect’s reactions - both verbal and
non-verbal, to establish a basic reaction before
starting the real interrogation. The detective will
use this baseline later as a benchmark and point
of comparison.

One way to create a basic behavioral line is
to ask questions that cause the suspect to engage
different parts of his brain. The goal is to involve
brain activity related to simple memory processes
as well as creative thinking processes. The detective
will closely monitor eye movement and gestures.
It is considered that eye movement can be inter-
preted as an indicator of true and false answers [6].

We consider that this statement is debat-
able, as there are currently studies that invalidate
this opinion [7].

Psychological manipulation begins before
the interrogation itself begins. The interrogation
room is designed to maximize the discomfort and
despair of the suspect from the moment he steps
inside.

It is reccommended a small, soundproofed
room with only three chairs (two for detectives,
one for a suspect) and an office with nothing on the
walls. This creates a sense of exposure, lack of pro-
tection and isolation, increasing the suspect’s sense
of hopelessness so that his basic desire is: «get me
out of here>» throughout the interrogation.
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Suspectul ar trebui si fie agezat pe un scaun
neconfortabil, sporindu-i disconfortul i creand
un sentiment de dependentd. Unul din pereti ar
trebui amenajat cu o oglinda cu sens unic, ce ar
contribui la cresterea anxietatii suspectului, pre-
cum si ar face posibil instalarea unei camere video
pentru fixarea procesului, §i ar permite altor de-
tectivi sa urmdreascd audierea.

The suspect should be seated in an uncom-
fortable chair, increasing his discomfort and cre-
ating a feeling of dependence. One of the walls
should be fitted with a one-way mirror, which
would help increase the suspect’s anxiety, as well
as make it possible to install a video camera to fix
the process, and allow other detectives to follow
the interrogation.

Propunem instalarea unei camere de ter-
moviziune, folosind razele in infrarosu pentru
examinarea reactiilor termice la nivel facial [8].

Daca interogatorii considerd ci persoana
intervievata este un posibil suspect, atunci ei con-
tinua cu cei noua pasi enumerati mai jos.

= Confruntarea pozitivd.

Detectivul prezinta faptele cauzei si aduce la
cunostinta suspectului probele impotriva sa. Aceste
dovezi ar putea fi reale sau ar putea fi inventate. De-
tectivul afirma de obicei intr-un mod sigur ca suspec-
tul este implicat in comiterea infractiunii. Nivelul de
stres al suspectului incepe si creasci, iar detectivul se
poate misca prin camera si ocupand spatiul personal
al suspectului pentru a creste disconfortul acestuia.

Daca suspectul incepe si se frimante, sa-si
linga buzele si sau si se ajusteze (trecindu-si mana
prin par sau ajustand gulerul cimasii, de exemplu),
detectivul ia acestea ca pe niste indicatori de posi-
bild ingelaciune si stie ci este pe drumul cel bun.

® Dezvoltarea temei.

Investigatorul prezintd o justificare morala
pentru actiunile infractionale, cum ar fi blamarea
morald sau se dd vina pe circumstante externe.
Investigatorul prezintd tema intr-un monolog si

We propose the installation of a thermal
imaging camera, using infrared rays to examine
thermal reactions on the face [8].

If the interrogators consider that the inter-
rogating person is a possible suspect, then they
continue with the nine steps listed below.

« Positive confrontation.

The detective presents the facts of the case
and informs the suspect of the evidence against
him. This evidence could be real or invented. The
detective usually states with certainty that the
suspect is involved in the crime. The suspect’s
stress level begins to increase, and the detective
can move around the room and occupy the sus-
pect’s personal space to increase his discomfort.

If the suspect begins to fidget, lick his lips
and / or adjust ( running his hand through his hair
or adjusting his shirt collar, for example), the de-
tective takes them as indicators of possible decep-
tion and knows that he is on the right track.

o Theme development.

The investigator provides a moral justifica-
tion for criminal actions, such as moral reprimand
or blame for external circumstances. The investi-
gator presents the topic in a monologue and in a
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intr-o maniera simpatica.

Considerim ci, este o formd de minimi-
zare a vinovatiei - o chestie pe care o folosesc in
general cei ,certati cu legea” fiindca ii ajuta sa tra-
iasca cu ei insisi. In psihologie apare sub forma de
mecanism de apirare (rationalizare). Spre exem-
plu, poti si arunci responsabilitatea pe altcineva
sau pe un set de circumstante neprielnice.

Regisim aceasta tehnicd in literatura de
specialitate nationala cu privire la procedeele tac-
tice aplicate la audierea persoanei, la sectiunea
procedee de stimulare a recunoasterii.

O primd metoda poate fi ,minimalizarea”
de citre ofiterul de urmirire penald, in timpul
discutiilor cu fiptuitorul, a gravititii faptelor
savarsite. Pot fi folosite expresiile ,nu-i sfarsitul lu-
mii”, ,orice problema are intotdeauna si solutii de
reparare”, ,, au mai fost si altii in aceeasi situatie”,
yunii sunt intr-o situatie mult mai grea decat cea
pe care o ai tu”, ,noi te intelegem, nu esti primul
caz de genul acesta pe care il vedem”. De aseme-
nea, recunoasterea poate fi stimulata si prin pro-
iectarea vinei spre altceva, in sensul ci faptuitoru-
lui i se spune ci tot ce s-a intimplat nu reprezinta
doar vina sa, ci vina este, de fapt, si a sistemului,
anturajului, scolii, societatii nedrepte, destinului,
ghinionului etc.

® Gestionarea refuzurilor.

Cand suspectul cere permisiunea de a vor-
bi, de a se expune, la acest stadiu (probabil si
nege acuzatiile), anchetatorul ar trebui si-1 descu-
rajeze in acest sens si sd nu-i permitd suspectului
si facd acest lucru. In aga mod, permitand negarea
faptei comise, ii permitem suspectului si capete
incredere in sine. In situatia in care suspectul nu
incerca negarea faptei, se considera ca este un in-
dicator al vinovitiei. Dacd intensitatea negarilor
scade, atunci persoana este la etapa in care ar pu-
tea sd marturiseasca.

* Momentul motivdrilor.

De reguld, in acest punct, acuzatul aduce
argumente pentru care nu ar fi putut comite fap-
ta, din moment ce lucrurile devin mult mai clare
in mintea lui. Dar anchetatorul este orientat sa
yinsiste” si sd ofere motive pentru care ar fi putut
totusi sa comita fapta.

* Captarea atentiei suspectului.

In acest moment, suspectul ar trebui si fie
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sympathetic manner.

We believe that it is a form of minimiza-
tion of guilt - something that is generally used by
those «quarreled with the law» because it helps
them to live with themselves. In psychology it
appears in the form of a defense mechanism (ra-
tionalization). For example, you can throw the
blame on someone else or on a set of unfavorable
circumstances.

We find this technique in the national lit-
erature on tactical procedures applied to hearing
the person, in the section procedures for stimulat-
ing recognition.

A first method can be the “minimization”
used by the criminal investigation officer, during
the discussions with the perpetrator, of the gravity
of the committed deeds. The expressions «it’s not
the end of the world», «any problem always has
repair solutions», «others have been in the same
situation», «some are in a much harder situation
than the one you have» can be used, as well as
we understand you, you are not the first case like
this we see. Recognition can also be stimulated by
projecting guilt into something else, in the sense
that the perpetrator is told that everything that
happened is not only his fault, but the fault, in
fact, of the system, the entourage, the school, the
unjust society, destiny, bad luck, etc.

o Refusal management

When the suspect asks permission to
speak, to expose himself, at this stage (probably
to deny the accusations), the investigator should
discourage him in this regard and not allow the
suspect to do so. In this way, by allowing the de-
nial of the deed committed, we allow the suspect
to gain self-confidence. If the suspect does not try
to deny the deed, it is considered an indicator of
guilt. If the intensity of the denials decreases, then
the person is at the stage where he could confess.

o The moment of motivations.

Usually, at this point, the accused person
brings arguments for which he could not have
committed the deed, since things become much
clearer in his mind. But the investigator is focused
on «insisting>» and giving reasons why he could
have committed the crime.

o Capturing the suspect’s attention.

At this point, the suspect should be frus-
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frustrat si nesigur de sine. Poate ca cauta pe cineva
care sd-] ajute si scape de situatie. Investigatorul in-
cearca sa valorifice aceastd nesigurantd pretinzand
ca este aliatul suspectului. Va incerca si para si mai
sincer si s-ar putea sd se apropie fizic de suspect,
oferind gesturi fizice de camaraderie prin atingerea
umarului, méinii sau spatelui suspectului.

= Starea de spirit pasivd a suspectului.

Investigatorul se concentreaza asupra moti-
velor centrale pe care le ofera ca justificare psiholo-
gicd a savarsirii infractiunii. La aceastd etapi, inves-
tigatorul depune toate eforturile pentru a stabili un
contact vizual cu suspectul, privind-ul insistent in
ochi, pentru a-i creste nivelul de stres al suspectu-
lui si dorinta de a evada din aceastd camera. Se vor
analiza cu atentie semnele si limbajul non-verbal
al suspectului-capul in miini, coatele pe genunchi,
umerii cocosi -- investigatorul profiti de ocazie
pentru a directiona suspectul spre mirturisire.

Sustinem cd, conditia esentiald a acestei
etape o constituie realizarea atmosferei de intimi-
tate din care se poate obtine starea de confiant3,
permitand eului social, matricei morale sa se ar-
monizeze cu tensiunile refulate prin acceptarea
comiterii faptei si a pedepsei. In cele din urma este
o etapa in care, probabil obosit de toate insinua-
rile ficute de anchetatori, incepe si se instaleze
resemnarea, iar suspectul incepe sa se obisnuiasca
cu ideea ca orice este mai bun decit acest intero-
gatoriu.

* Intrebarea cu rispunsuri alternative.

Investigatorul prezintd suspectului citeva
optiuni de justificare a vinovatiei, de exemplu,
»Ati planificat acest lucru sau s-a intdmplat fiind
in stare emotionald ?” sau ,Ati omorit pentru
bani sau fiind motivat de afect 2”

Consideram ci, este o etapa extrem de
discutabila, fiind la limita legalititii. Din punc-
tul nostru de vedere, suspectul nu are alternativa
unei alegeri, rispunsurile fiind pregitite din timp,
fiind o tehnica manipulatorie.

= Asumarea vinovdtiei.

Odata cu alegerea unei ,, alternative”, sus-
pectul acceptd vinovatia si prin urmare, investiga-
torul il lasa pe suspect si relateze verbal detaliile si
circumstantele comiterii infractiunii. Se conside-
ri ci acesta este momentul inceperii marturisirii/
recunoasterii comiterii faptei. Este recomanda-

trated and insecure. Maybe he’s looking for
someone to help him get out of the situation. The
investigator is trying to capitalize on this uncer-
tainty by claiming to be the suspect’s ally. He will
try to look even more honest and may physically
approach the suspect, offering physical gestures
of camaraderie by touching the suspect’s shoul-
der, hand, or back.

o Passive mood of the suspect.

The investigator focuses on the central rea-
sons he offers as a psychological justification for
committing the crime. At this stage, the investi-
gator makes every effort to establish eye contact
with the suspect, looking insistently in the eye,
to increase the level of stress of the suspect and
the desire to escape from this room. The signs
and non-verbal language of the suspect-head in
hands, elbows on knees, hunched shoulders will
be carefully analyzed - the investigator takes the
opportunity to direct the suspect to confession.

We consider that, the essential condition
of this stage is the realization of the atmosphere of
intimacy from which the state of trust can be ob-
tained, allowing the social self, the moral matrix to
harmonize with the repressed tensions by accept-
ing the commission of the deed and the punish-
ment. Finally, there is a stage in which, probably
tired of all the insinuations made by investigators,
resignation begins to set in, and the suspect be-
gins to get used to the idea that anything is better
than this interrogation.

o The question with alternative answers.

The investigator presents to suspect sev-
eral options to justify the guilt, for example, «Did
you plan this or did it happen while you were
emotionally?>» Or «Did you kill for money or be-
ing motivated by affection?>

We consider that it is an extremely debat-
able stage, being at the limit of legality. From our
point of view, the suspect has no alternative to a
choice, the answers being prepared in advance,
being a manipulative technique.

o Assuming guilt.

With the choice of an «alternative», the
suspect accepts the guilt and therefore, the in-
vestigator leaves the suspect to report verbally
the details and circumstances of the crime. It is
considered that this is the time to start confessing
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bil sa fie adus inca un detectiv in camera pentru
audieri. Acest lucru va mari gradul de tensiune si
suspectul va vrea si puna capat mai repede acestei
proceduri. Pe de alti parte, persoana adusa devi-
ne martor al declaratiilor suspectului.

Suntem de parerea ci, la aceasti etapi ,
suspectul este manipulat pentru a colabora cu
organele de anchetd si puna ,cap la cap” toate
elementele incidentului si oferind confesiuni re-
alizate inclusiv in prezenta martorilor.

Din punctul nostru de vedere, aceasti etapa
este similara cu procedeul tactic aplicat la ascultare
prin folosirea intrebirilor de detaliu - intrebari ce se
folosesc pentru a obtine de la audiat amanunte re-
feritoare la diferitele imprejurari ale faptei savarsite,
care s permita verificarea explicatiilor lui. Practica
atestd cd acest procedeu tactic da rezultate bune in
cazul infractorilor recidivisti.

® Documentarea.

In aceasta ultima etap, se incearci ,,inche-
garea” tuturor detaliilor si elaborarea unei versi-
uni finale de recunoagtere a vinovitiei in forma
scrisd, care va fi si inregistratd audio-video pentru
a putea fi folosite in proces.

Cu privire la limbajul existent in acest ar-
ticol, este folosit, in mod generic, termenul de
anchetator/detectiv/intervievator/interogator/
investigator, referindu-ne la o persoani care face
parte din organele judiciare (politist, ofiter de
investigatie, ofiter de urmarire penala, procuror,
judecitor).

Un aviz al Curtii Supreme de Justitie a
SUA, Missouri v. Seibert [9], mentioneazi me-
toda lui Reid ca un exemplu de pregatire buna in
domeniul aplicarii legii.

Studiile petrecute in anii 1960 au aritat ca
eficienta interogatoriului oral al politiei, indife-
rent de priceperea celui ce interogheaza, au o rata
de 50% de a stabili daci o persoana minte sau nu.

Cu toate acestea, un nou studiu condus
de Timothy Roland Levine [10] a aritat noi re-
zultate. Echipa de oameni de stiinta sub egida lui
Timothy Roland Levine au petrecut personal o
serie de interogari dupa metoda lui Reid i au rea-
lizat indicatori rezultativi cu o rata ce variaza de la
97,8% la 100% [11].

Tehnica lui Reid este adesea criticati, de-
oarece, din cauza presiunii psihologice active asu-
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/ acknowledging the commission of the deed. It
is advisable to bring another detective to the in-
terrogation room. This will increase the tension
and the suspect will want to end this procedure
sooner. On the other hand, the person brought
becomes a witness to the statements of the sus-
pect.

We consider that, at this stage, the suspect
is manipulated to collaborate with the investiga-
tive bodies to put «together> all the elements of
the incident and offering confessions made even
in the presence of witnesses.

From our point of view, this stage is simi-
lar to the tactical procedure applied to listening
by using detailed questions - questions that are
used to obtain from the interrogated person de-
tails about the various circumstances of the act,
to verify its explanations. Practice shows that this
tactical procedure gives good results in the case of
repeat offenders.

« Documentation.

In this last stage, investigator trying to «co-
agulate> all the details and develop a final version
of guilt in writing, which will be recorded audio-
video to be used in the process.

Regarding the existing language in this arti-
cle, the term investigator / detective / interviewer
/ interrogator / investigator is used generically,
referring to a person who is part of the judicial
bodies (police officer, investigating officer, crimi-
nal, prosecutor, judge).

An opinion of the US Supreme Court, Mis-
souri v. Seibert, mention Reid’s method as an ex-
ample of good law enforcement training [9].

Studies in the 1960s showed that the effec-
tiveness of police verbal interrogation, regardless
of the skill of the interrogator, has a 50% rate to
determine whether a person is lying or not.

However, a new study led by Timothy
Roland Levine [10] has shown new results. The
team of scientists under the auspices of Timothy
Roland Levine personally conducted a series of
queries according to Reid’s method and made re-
sult indicators with a rate ranging from 97.8% to
100% [11].

Reid’s technique is often criticized because,
due to the active psychological pressure on the
person being interrogated, it sometimes leads to
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pra persoanei care este interogata, duce uneori la
marturisiri fortate a persoanelor care nu au comis
infractiuni si prin concluzie exista riscul comiterii
erorilor judiciare.

Prin urmare, tehnica Reid nu trebuie si fie
aplicata la audierea minorilor.

Concluzii. Indiscutabil, alegerea unei teh-
nici sau combinatii tactice pe care ar trebui sa se
bazeze audierea unei persoane, ar trebui si fie
in primul rind, racordat pe respectarea strictd a
legislatiei in general i Codul de procedura pena-
I3 in special, care reglementeaza in mod impera-
tiv regulile si conditiile de desfasurare a tuturor
actiunilor de urmirire penala. Influenta psiholo-
gica pate fi exercitata doar in strictd conformitate
cu normele procesuale. Cu siguranti nu putem
subestima practica colegilor nostri de peste hotare,
dar nici nu sustinem ideea implementirii tehnicii
Reid in corpore in tara noastra. Indiscutabil, unele
elemente, procedee, tehnici ar trebui preluate si
aplicate in tactica unor actiuni de urmarire penala.

Consideram c4, fiind ajustate etapele au-
dierii dupa tehnica lui Reid la cerintele legislatiei
nationale, dupid cum au aritat studiile in acest
domeniu, am putea fi martori la rezultate impre-
sionante, care cu siguranta au perspective mari in
aplicarea legii.

forced confessions of people who have not com-
mitted crimes and in conclusion there is a risk of
misconduct.

Thus the Reid technique should not be ap-
plied to interrogate minors.

Conclusions. Undoubtedly, the choice of
a technique or tactical combination on which a
person is interrogated should be based, first and
foremost, linked to strict compliance with the law
in general and the Code of Criminal Procedure in
particular, which imperatively regulates the rules
and the conditions for carrying out all criminal
prosecution actions. Psychological influence can
only be exercised in strict accordance with pro-
cedural rules. We certainly cannot underestimate
the practice of our colleagues abroad, but we do
not support the idea of implementing the Reid
technique in all in our country. Undoubtedly,
some elements, procedures, techniques should be
taken over and applied in the tactics of criminal
prosecution.

We believe that, having adjusted the
stages of the interrogation according to Reid’s
technique to the requirements of national law,
as studies in this field have shown, we could ob-
tain impressive results, which certainly have great
prospects in law enforcement.
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